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Internal Assessment Resource

Drama Level 1

EXPIRED
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90997 version 2
Devise and perform a drama

	Resource title: Devising New Contexts –
Messages and Meanings

	5 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90997-02-4398

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Drama 90997: Devise and perform a drama

Resource reference: Drama 1.2A v3
Resource title: Devising New Contexts – Messages and Meanings 

Credits: 5
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Drama 90997. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting


This assessment activity requires students to devise and perform an original drama. Devising should involve improvisation as a key tool in the exploration and selection of conventions to create elements of the drama. The devising process involves an ongoing cycle of discussion, exploration, and experimentation and you will need to provide opportunities for this to happen and be able to monitor the active participation of students during it. 

This assessment task, along with others, could form a part of a larger teaching unit based on a topic such as “New Zealand stories” or a theme like “rites of passage”.

Conditions

Students will work in groups (3–5 students) but they will be assessed individually. You will need to guide the work of the groups to ensure that each student has sufficient opportunity to contribute to the devising process and to the performance.

Each drama must have a clear purpose that is articulated by the group. Students need to be able to explain what the drama is about and who its audience is.
The drama must be an original piece of work. Although it may be based on an idea drawn from a short story, there must be evidence that this drama has been subject to a cycle of:
· discussion

· exploration and experimentation of elements and conventions

· selection and rejection

· shaping using elements and conventions

· structure and sequencing

· reflecting and refining.
Resource requirements

None.
Additional information
The assessment requires students to hand in a statement of purpose and a devised drama outline to support achievement. There is no need for the submission of a portfolio or extensive collection of materials.

At all times the primary focus of the assessment is the devising and performing. Devising requires active participation in the creative processes by all members of the group.
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Achievement Standard Drama 90997: Devise and perform a drama
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Devise and perform a drama.
	Devise and perform a coherent drama.
	Devise and perform an effective drama.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment requires you to work in groups of 3–5 students to devise and perform a drama. You will need to use drama conventions to create and shape the elements in the drama.
The drama will be original and be devised from an idea or theme from a short story used in class. It will be approximately 6–10 minutes long, and will be performed to an invited audience or your classmates. 

You will have 6–8 weeks to complete this work. You will need to use both in-class and out-of-class time. 

You will provide a statement of purpose for your drama, as well as a devised drama outline as supporting evidence. This information should not be extensive, but may be provided in written form such as diagrams, notes, bullet points, or a programme for the audience.

You will be assessed on your ability to devise and perform an effective drama. Although you are working in a group, you will be assessed individually so you must take an active role in creating the devised drama and in performing it. Every member of the group must have the opportunity to participate sufficiently to achieve the standard.
Task

Discussion, exploration, and experimentation 

As a class, read a selection of short stories and brainstorm the idea/s, concept/s, and/or themes that are evident in each of them.

Choose a group to work with and a short story to work with.
Brainstorm idea/s, concept/s and/or themes you will use as the basis for your devised drama. Although the foundation of your drama will come from these initial discussions, you must develop and extend them and consider new contexts so an original drama is devised from these ideas.
Decide what you want to communicate. Develop an initial statement of intention. This may be refined as the devising process progresses.

Exploration and experimentation

In your groups, use a range of drama exercises to explore the ideas you have drawn from the text, and experiment with how you might use drama conventions to present these ideas.

Improvise possible scenes and try a range of ways of communicating your ideas.

Use “role on the wall” and/or “hot-seating” to help you develop your characters.

Shaping, structuring, and sequencing

As a group, establish an initial structure for your drama. 

Consider how you might use conventions to manipulate dramatic elements and support the effective communication of your ideas.

Consider the order of the scenes and the transitions from one scene to another.

Reflecting and refining

Show your work to another group and ask them for feedback.

Consider the comments you receive from the other group. Does your work communicate what you intend?
Make some changes to your work if necessary and decide on a final structure.

Rehearse your drama for performance.

Supporting evidence
Complete and submit the following written evidence.

A statement of purpose, which includes:

· a rationale for the devised drama expressed in terms of what you want the audience to know or understand

· an indication of the style of the drama

· if necessary, decisions about staging and use of technologies.

A devised drama outline, which includes:

· a title for the drama

· a list of characters

· a list of scenes

· a brief summary of each scene

· decisions about the use of dramatic elements

· the conventions used and reasons for their use.

This information may be provided in a number of forms, such as diagrams, notes, bullet points, and the programme for the audience.

Performance

Perform your drama for an audience. 

Assessment schedule: Drama 90997 Devising New Contexts – Messages and Meanings

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student devises and performs a drama. 

This means that in completing this activity, as part of a group, the student:
· actively participates in an ongoing cycle that involves:

· discussion

· exploration and experimentation of elements and conventions

· selection and rejection

· shaping using elements and conventions

· structuring and sequencing

· reflecting and refining

· devises an original drama 

· performs the drama for an audience

· provides a statement of purpose for the drama, consistent with the live performance, which includes:

· the rationale for the devised drama, which should be summative

· the style of the devised drama

· if necessary, decisions about staging and use of technologies

· provides a devised drama outline, consistent with the live performance, which includes:

· a title for the devised drama

· a list of characters

· a list of scenes and a brief summary of each scene

· decisions about the drama elements

· conventions used, and why.

For example: 

The student, as a part of a group, has chosen the idea of “breaking the rules” and explored this through improvising scenes of rule breaking at school, selecting scenes to refine and perform. 

Their statement of purpose indicates that they want to show how bad decisions now can affect the whole of your life. The drama is original and performable.

The drama is linear in structure and contrasts a situation and its long-term outcomes.

Spoken thoughts have been included to show the different perspectives of children, teachers, and parents.
Slow motion has been used to show the effect of the consequences on the characters. Flash-forward has been used to contrast the character’s views of rule breaking when they are young and when they grow up.

Note: Acting techniques are not the focus of the assessment.

	The student devises and performs a coherent drama. 

This means that in completing this activity, as part of a group, the student:

· actively participates in an ongoing cycle that involves:

· discussion

· exploration and experimentation of elements and conventions

· selection and rejection

· shaping using elements and conventions

· structuring and sequencing

· reflecting and refining

· devises an original, coherent drama

· structures the drama to have flow, dramatic unity, and smooth transition between scenes

· performs the drama for an audience

· provides a statement of purpose for the drama, consistent with the live performance, which includes:

· the rationale for the devised drama, which should be summative

· the style of the devised drama

· if necessary, decisions about staging and use of technologies

· provides a devised drama outline, consistent with the live performance, which includes:

· a title for the devised drama

· a list of characters

· a list of scenes and a brief summary of each scene

· decisions about the drama elements

· conventions used, and why.

For example: 

The student, as a part of a group, has explored the idea of “breaking the rules” in different contexts. The group has improvised scenes of rule breaking at school, at home, in the workplace, and in the community. They have selected scenes to refine and perform. 

Their statement of purpose indicates that they want to show how bad decisions now can affect the whole of your life. The drama is original and performable.

The drama is circular in structure, showing a situation and its possible long-term outcomes before returning to the original timeframe and allowing the children to make the right choice.

Spoken thoughts have been included to show the differing perspectives of various characters, including children, teachers, and parents. 

Slow motion has been used to show the effect of the consequences on the characters and moments of heightened tension. 

Flash-forward has been used to contrast the character’s views of rule breaking when they are young and when they grow up. Flashback has been used to show how the characters change to avoid a particular outcome. 

The drama flows smoothly from one scene to another and there is a clearly defined link between all the scenes by use of repeated music.

Note: Acting techniques are not the focus of the assessment.
	The student devises and performs an effective drama. 

This means that in completing this activity, as part of a group, the student:

· actively participates in an ongoing cycle that involves:

· discussion

· exploration and experimentation of elements and conventions

· selection and rejection

· shaping using elements and conventions

· structuring and sequencing

· reflecting and refining

· devises an original, coherent drama that is convincing, captures the essence of the dramatic context, and has impact and originality

· structures the drama to have flow, dramatic unity, and smooth transition between scenes

· performs the drama for an audience

· provides a statement of purpose for the drama, consistent with the live performance, which includes:

· the rationale for the devised drama, which should be summative

· the style of the devised drama

· if necessary, decisions about staging and use of technologies
· provides a devised drama outline, consistent with the live performance, which includes:

· a title for the devised drama

· a list of characters

· a list of scenes and a brief summary of each scene

· decisions about the drama elements

· conventions used, and why.
For example: 

The student, as a part of a group, has explored the idea of “breaking the rules” in different contexts. The group has improvised scenes of rule breaking at school, at home, in the workplace, and in the community. They have selected scenes to refine and perform. 

Their statement of purpose indicates that they want to show how bad decisions now can affect the whole of your life. The drama is original and performable.

The drama is circular in structure showing a situation and its possible long-term outcomes before returning to the original timeframe and allowing the children to make the right choice.

Spoken thoughts have been included to show the differing perspectives of various characters, including children, teachers, and parents. Spoken thoughts for particular characters have been echoed in several scenes, drawing out both continuity and change. This is most effective when the “adult” children use their parent’s lines.

Slow motion has been used to show the effect of the consequences on the characters and moments of heightened tension. 

Flash-forward has been used to contrast the character’s views of rule breaking when they are young and when they grow up. Flashback has been used to show how the characters change to avoid a particular outcome. 

The drama flows smoothly from one scene to another and there is a clearly defined link between all the scenes by use of repeated music. 

The drama has a strong and powerful message, showing insight and understanding, and is tightly structured with no superfluous scenes. 

Note: Acting techniques are not the focus of the assessment.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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